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Jesus said, "Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of
heaven belongs to such as these."  Matthew 19:14

There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female, for you are
all one in Christ Jesus.  Galatians 3:28

The Governing Body is responsible for the admission of pupils to the School and its Published

Admission Number (PAN) for Reception is 60.

Parents of pupils who have a statement of special educational needs, or Education, Health and
Care (EHC) Plan are required to apply for school places separately through the local authority
from whom advice is available. If a child with a statement, or EHC Plan, is placed in the school
by the local authority before the normal admission round, the number of places available to
other applicants will be reduced. The Governors will admit all those pupils whose statement, or
EHC Plan, names the School.

OVERSUBSCRIPTION CRITERIA

Where there are more applicants than places available, places will be allocated in the following
priority order:

1) looked after children or previously looked after children (note 1);

2) children with an exceptional and professionally supported medical or social need for a place
at this school (note 2).

Any places allocated under 1) and 2) above will reduce the number of available Foundation

places by the same amount.

FOUNDATION PLACES

The Governing Body has designated a maximum of 42 places to be offered to children with a

parent/carer who is a regular worshipper (see note 3) in an Anglican or other qualifying

Christian Church (see note 4). Written evidence of applicants’ attendance at their place of

worship is required at the time of application on the School’s Supplementary Information

Form, which must be returned to the School; this evidence must be endorsed by your priest.

If there are more applicants who qualify for a foundation place than foundation places, places
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will be allocated according to the following criteria in order of priority.

IF the number of places is insufficient for the number of qualified applicants in a particular
oversubscription criterion, places will be allocated to those children living closer to the school
measured in a straight line from the home address to the front door of the school using the
London Borough of Sutton Primary School Distance Checker online tool. (See Guidance notes for
clarification of home address.) This may occur in any priority. In the rare occurrence of
equi-distance from the school, lots will be drawn and overseen by someone independent of the
school.

1) children who will have a sibling (see note 5) in the school at the time of admission;

2) children whose parent/carer is a faithful worshipper at All Saints Benhilton Church;

3) children whose parent/carer is a faithful worshipper at another Anglican church;

4) children whose parent/carer is a faithful worshipper at another qualifying Christian church
(note 4);

If a Foundation applicant does not meet the Foundation criteria or fails to provide a signed
supplementary form, the Governors will consider the application alongside Open place
applications.

Any unfilled foundation places will become additional open places.

OPEN PLACES

The governors have designated 18 Open places, to be offered to children who do not qualify
for a Foundation place but whose parent/carer has chosen the school for the type of education
it provides. Any parent/carer applying for an Open place does so knowing that the school
provides an education based on Christian principles, and therefore the governors hope that all
pupils will take part in the Christian worship of the school and will attend Religious Education
lessons.

If there are more applicants than places available, places will be allocated according to the
following criteria. These are stated in order of priority. Once the number of places is insufficient
for the number of qualified applicants, places will be allocated to those children living closer to
the school measured in a straight line from the home address to the front door of the school
using the London Borough of Sutton Primary School Distance Checker online tool. (See
Guidance notes for clarification of home address.) This may occur in any priority. In the rare
occurrence of equi-distance from the school, lots will be drawn and overseen by someone
independent of the school.
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1) children who will have a sibling (see note 5) in the school at the time of admission

2) all other children in order of distance from the school.

GUIDANCE NOTES

1) A looked after child is a child who is (a) in the care of a local authority, or (b) being provided
with accommodation by a local authority in the exercise of their social services functions (see
the definition in Section 22(1) of the Children Act 1989) at the time of making an application to
the school. A previously looked after child is a child who, immediately after being looked after,
became subject to an adoption, child arrangements, or special guardianship order including
those who appear (to the admission authority) to have been in state care outside of England
and ceased to be in state care as a result of being adopted.

An adoption order is an order under the Adoption Act 1976 (see Section 12 adoption orders)
and children who were adopted under the Adoption and Children Act 2002 (see Section 46
adoption orders). A ‘child arrangements order’ is an order settling the arrangements to be made
as to the person with whom the child is to live under Section 8 of the Children Act 1989 as
amended by Section 14 of the Children and Families Act 2014. Section 14A of the Children Act
1989 defines a ‘special guardianship order’ as an order appointing one or more individuals to be
a child’s special guardian (or special guardians).

The Governors will require written confirmation that the child is looked after, or previously
looked after, and will be so at the time of making an application to the school.

2) Children with an exceptional and professionally supported medical or social need for a place
at this school. This must be supported by written evidence at the time of application, eg, from a
specialist health professional, social worker or other care professional. The evidence must set
out the reasons why this school is the most suitable school and the difficulties that would be
caused if the child had to attend another school.

3) Regular worshipper is defined as a parent/carer who has attended worship at least fortnightly
for at least two years immediately prior to application. Those who have recently moved to the
area and who worshipped previously in a different church will be asked to supply a reference
from that church so that the two-year period is covered. The governors do not give a higher
preference to families where both parents worship.

In the event that during the period specified for attendance at worship the church has been
closed for public worship and has not provided alternative premises for that worship, the
requirements of these admissions arrangements in relation to attendance will only apply to the
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period when the church or alternative premises have been available for public worship.

4) A qualifying Christian Church is one that is a full member of Churches Together in England or
The Evangelical Alliance.

5) Siblings are defined as: brothers and sisters; half-brothers and -sisters; step-brothers and
-sisters; foster/adopted brothers and sisters who share the same home. This does not include
siblings in the nursery classes.

Procedure and Timetable

Please note that prospective parents must complete their home Local Authority’s Application
Form (CAF) and name All Saints Benhilton Church of England School as one of their choices and
return the form to the Authority. If the application is to be considered under Foundation
criteria, then our Supplementary Information form will need to be completed. This form will be
sent to you; this needs to be fully completed and verified by your church minister. All completed
forms need to be received by the 15th January preceding the September intake.  Failure to
return the Supplementary Information form will mean that the school cannot consider the
application under the foundation places, and in this case the application will be considered
under the open place criteria based on the information on the CAF.

The home address is where a child normally lives. Where a child lives with parents with shared
parental responsibility, each for part of a week, the address where the child lives is determined
using a joint declaration from the parents stating the pattern of residence. If a child’s residence
is split equally between both parents, then parents will be asked to determine which residential
address should be used for the purpose of admission to school. If no joint declaration is
received and the residence is split equally by the closing date for applications, the home
address will be determined to be the address where the child is registered with the doctor.
However, all evidence will be taken into account. If the residence is not split equally between
both parents, then the address used will be the address where the child spends the majority of
the school week.

All school admission applications for school places are subject to address checks to ensure
school places are allocated fairly and in accordance with published admission arrangements.

These checks will be conducted by the home Local Authority; where a fraudulent address or an
address of convenience are found to have been used, the application and any subsequent offer
may be withdrawn.

Applicants living outside of England may only submit an application if they have a linked address
within the Local Authority area, and documentary evidence must be supplied to show they will
return to the address prior to the September in the year of entry; this address must not be an
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address of convenience.

If parents/carers wish to discuss their circumstances prior to making their application, they
should contact their home Local Authority.

The closing date for return of the forms and date for notification of whether a place has been
offered or not will follow the LB Sutton’s published timetable. Late applications will be
considered after all the on time applications have been processed as per the procedure in LB
Sutton co-ordinated schemes.

Deferred and Part Time entry

All parents/carers are entitled to a full-time place for their child in the reception classes from
September, but can defer entry until the beginning of the term after their child is five years old
(i.e. when the child reaches compulsory school age) or until the beginning of the Trinity
(summer) term, whichever is earlier.  Children can attend part time until they reach compulsory
school age.  Parents/carers who have been offered a place at All Saints Benhilton and wish to
defer entry for their child and/or attend part-time must put this in writing to the Headteacher at
the earliest opportunity and before the start of the Michaelmas (Autumn) term.

Education out of Normal Age Group

Children are normally educated in school with others of their age group; however, in
exceptional circumstances parents/carers may seek a place outside of their child’s normal age
group.  Decisions will be made on the basis of the circumstances of each case.  Parents/carers
must state clearly why they feel admission to a different year group is in the child’s best
interests and may provide recent professional evidence to support this.  Further details on how
to make such a request are available from the school.

Waiting List

Waiting lists for Reception will be managed in accordance with Sutton’s coordinated scheme and
will be maintained until 31 December 2023. Parents wishing to remain on the waiting list after
this date must write to Sutton Local Authority by 31 December 2023, stating their wish and
providing their child’s name, date of birth and the name of their current school. After 31
December 2023, parents whose children are not already on the waiting list but who wish them
to be so, must apply for in-year admission through their Home Local Authority. Each child added
to a waiting list will require the list to be ranked again in line with the published oversubscription
criteria. Should a vacancy become available, and there being more than one name on the
waiting list for that year group, the applications will be considered in accordance with the
criteria of the Admissions Policy and Clergy references will be sought for Foundation place
applicants.
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Appeals

If you are not offered a place you have the right of appeal against this decision. Any such appeal
should be made in writing, clearly stating the reasons, and should be addressed to the Clerk to
the Appeal Committee, c/o All Saints Benhilton C. of E. Primary School. The appeal should be
made in writing within 20 school days of the date of the refusal letter. The full appeals timetable
is published on the school website.

In-Year Admissions

For information on how to make an in-year application for the school please visit our website:
https://www.allsaintsbenhilton.org.uk/in-year-applications.php.

Nursery applications

Nursery applications are subject to a separate Nursery Admission policy. A place in the Nursery
does not guarantee a place in the school.
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